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Special Edition on 
7th IEF-IGU Ministerial Gas Forum

“I would like to congratulate and
thank the Malaysian Gas Association
for their role in bringing this Forum
to Malaysia, and coordinating the
overall event.”

YAB Tan Sri Muhyiddin Yassin
Prime Minister of Malaysia

“We are also fortunate to have the Malaysian
Gas Association (MGA) as the nation’s lead
advocate for the natural gas industry, to
promote engagements with key stakeholders
in developing a vibrant and sustainable gas
industry, whilst contributing towards
Malaysia’s socio-economic growth.”

YB Dato’s Sri Mustapa Mohamed
Minister in Prime Minister’s Dept (Economy)

Malaysian Gas Association (MGA) has successfully
coordinated the 7th IEF-IGU Ministerial Gas Forum (MGF) on
3rd December 2020. The forum, the first time held virtually,
was a biennial platform for high level discourse on natural
gas organised jointly by International Energy Forum (IEF)
and International Gas Union (IGU).

The Government of Malaysia, through its Economic
Planning Unit (EPU), hosted the 7th MGF and was
represented by its Minister in Prime Minister’s Dept
(Economy), YB Dato’ Sri Mustapa Mohamed. He was
accompanied in the Kuala Lumpur studio by Tengku
Muhammad Taufik, President & CEO of PETRONAS and
Hazli Sham Kassim, President of MGA. Joining them for the
Opening Ceremony were Professor Joe Kang, President of
IGU and Joseph McMonigle, Secretary General of IEF.

The 7th Edition was also the best participated MGF since its
inception in 2008. Inaugurated by YAB Tan Sri Muhyiddin
Yassin, Prime Minister of Malaysia, the 7th MGF was
attended virtually by with 12 Energy Ministers, senior
government officials, Heads of International Organisation
and leaders from the Industry from across the globe.

YB Dato’ Sri Mustapa Mohamed was accompanied  by Tengku Taufik (left) & Hazli Sham (right) 
with Professor Kang (left) & Joseph  McMonigle (right) joining virtually 
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Agenda

The Regasification Terminal in Pengerang, Malaysia was used as background at the Forum
(Photo Courtesy of PETRONAS Gas Berhad)
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Agenda

*All time stated as Malaysian Time
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Report by IEF-IGU

In collaboration with the International Energy Forum
(IEF) and the International Gas Union (IGU), H.E. Tan Sri
Muhyiddin Yassin, Prime Minister of Malaysia
inaugurated the 7th IEF-IGU Ministerial Gas Forum
hosted by the government of Malaysia from Kuala
Lumpur, on 3 December 2020 under the theme
"Towards Recovery and Shared Prosperity: Natural Gas
Opportunities for a Sustainable World."

H.E. Dato' Sri Mustapa bin Mohamed, Minister in the
Prime Minister's Department (Economy), Malaysia,
Tengku Muhammad Taufik, President & Group CEO of
PETRONAS, Joe Kang, President of the International Gas
Union, and Joseph McMonigle, Secretary General of the
International Energy Forum, welcomed 12 Energy
Ministers, Chief Executive Officers, and Heads of
International Organisations to evaluate new natural gas
market prospects that enable a sustainable future and
achieve shared prosperity around the world.

The 7th IEF-IGU Ministerial Gas Forum was convened as
a virtual meeting, structured in two plenary sessions:

1. Opportunities in Growing Gas Markets: Producer-
Consumer Perspectives on New Realities

2. Market Signals and Policy Pathways: Investment and
Innovation on the Road to Recovery

Roundtable dialogue among Ministers and gas market
stakeholders strengthened existing partnerships and
forged new bonds to accelerate an inclusive and
sustainable recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic to
achieve shared goals.

As part of the discussions, delegates deepened collective
understanding of evolving energy policies and business
strategies to accelerate a secure, sustainable, and
inclusive recovery and shared prosperity. As the COVID-
19 pandemic has resulted in the largest recorded
demand shock in the history of natural gas markets, the

sessions provided governments and industry leaders
direction on proactive steps to ensure market stability
and facilitate a swift and sustainable recovery through
dialogue on the neutral IEF platform in partnership with
the IGU and gas market stakeholders.

Major Asian growth economies and the global gas
industry are well-positioned to help facilitate a
sustainable economic recovery. As emission reductions
in developed economies demonstrate, gas technologies
accelerate fuel-switching and deeper penetration of
renewables. This will enable affordable and resilient
energy systems integration coupled with hydrogen
technologies that are essential for sustainable growth.
Ultimately, natural gas continues to contribute to
emission reductions and affordable access in the OECD
region and remains the transition fuel of choice in non-
OECD growth economies where reducing greenhouse
gas emissions from coal is essential.

There was also agreement that a more sustainable and
secure future requires greater solidarity, and holistic
solutions to energy and climate policy challenges. To
safeguard robust and predictable trade and investment
conditions across densely interconnected regional
markets and jurisdictions, delegates noted that there is
an urgent need to deepen understanding of evolving
policy and market signals to stimulate gas sector trade
and investment.

The International Energy Forum (IEF) and the
International Gas Union (IGU) set up this important
dialogue platform in close collaboration with the
Economic Planning Unit of Malaysia. Dialogue in both
sessions were held under the Chatham House Rule and
help IEF member governments, IGU natural gas business
leaders, and policy makers around the world to unite
behind a clear vision on what is needed to stimulate
inclusive growth and create a sustainable energy future

Click the icons to 
access the 

Background Papers 
for each session.
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Concluding Statement

Deepening collective understanding of evolving energy policies and business strategies to accelerate a secure, sustainable, and
inclusive recovery and share prosperity globally, delegates noted the following with respect to global natural gas markets:

1. The COVID-19 pandemic has resulted in the largest recorded demand shock in the history of natural gas markets. Initial
assessments suggest that natural gas demand will decline by around 4 percent in 2020, and LNG trade by a similar amount.
Governments and industry leaders are taking proactive steps to ensure market stability and facilitate a swift and sustainable
recovery including through dialogue on the neutral IEF platform in partnership with the IGU and gas market stakeholders.

2. LNG will be the main driver of international gas trade as prior investments bear fruit. However, uncertainty on demand and
supply trends impacts natural gas markets. This requires exporters to incorporate a more thorough evaluation of their
competitive position versus other producers.

3. Greater contract flexibility and new natural gas marketing opportunities that innovation and evolving business models offer can
help access new growth markets. Buyers can explore ways to increase natural gas storage capacity to lock in low-cost supply
for the medium term and access to infrastructure that connects to new demand growth centers. A more competitive gas market
environment also creates more room to cater to individual producer consumer needs which enhances flexibility across gas
value chains globally.

4. In this new environment Asian growth economies and the global gas industry appear well-positioned to help facilitate a
sustainable economic recovery. As emission reductions in developed economies demonstrate, gas technologies accelerate
fuel-switching and deeper penetration of renewables. This will enable affordable and resilient energy systems integration
coupled with hydrogen technologies that are essential for sustainable growth.

5. Natural gas continues to contribute to emission reductions, affordable access, and jobs in OECD economies, and remains the
transition fuel of choice in non-OECD growth economies where switching from coal is essential to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions. Gas technologies can abate up to 30% of global energy sector emissions and provide access to clean cooking fuel
for up to one billion additional people by 2040 delegates noted.

6. Competitive natural gas prices will enable new demand, particularly in Asia. However, a collapse of upstream investment and
project delays in a more uncertain market and policy environment limit options to unlock available natural gas resources and
advance new export, transport, and clean gas technology solutions.

7. Limited import options for consumers will adversely affect global energy security and market stability and keep the fastest
growing hydrocarbon in main energy outlooks from delivering on its promise. This will delay economic recovery and weaken
sustainable and inclusive growth pathways offered by natural gas technologies.

8. Abundant and more competitively priced gas supplies provide consumers with an opportunity to accelerate recovery based on
clean, affordable, and more diverse natural gas supplies. That would require the development of new cross-border midstream
facilities such as gas pipelines, LNG regasification, as well as small scale LNG networks, storage, and distribution
infrastructure.

9. Producers must overcome market hurdles to reach demand centres and require predictable market rules, and enduring
partnerships to mobilise the investments needed while simultaneously reducing costs to access liberalising growth markets.
Producer-consumer dialogue on policy, technology, and innovation agendas as well as advocacy to increase awareness on
the role of natural gas and new technologies are key to capitalising on new opportunities and overcoming hurdles emerging in
the new and evolving risk environment.

10. This involves reducing greenhouse gas emissions such as methane and harmful air pollutants that will enable abundant
natural gas resources, and related infrastructure and technologies, to deliver clean and competitive energy to all.

11. A more sustainable and secure future requires greater solidarity, and holistic solutions to energy and climate policy
challenges. To safeguard robust and predictable trade and investment conditions across densely interconnected regional
markets and jurisdictions, there is an urgent need to deepen understanding of evolving policy and market signals to stimulate
gas sector trade and investment,

12. This includes improving gas market data transparency in the context of the Joint Organisations Data Initiative (JODI) and
enhanced transparency and greater granularity and comparability of data, including on environmental, social, and governance
standards to measure global gas industry performance relative to shared energy security, international development, and
climate goals.

The full concluding statement can be downloaded from the link.

https://www.ief.org/_resources/files/events/7th-ief-igu-ministerial-gas-forum/concluding-statement-2020-12-04-13_31_42.pdf
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Ministers
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Heads of International Organisations
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Leaders from the Industry

TELLURIAN



SPECIAL
EDITION 7th IEF-IGU Ministerial Gas Forum

9Open
Malaysian Gas Association |MGA Quarterly Update | 2020 Q4 – Special Edition |  www.malaysiangas.com

The 7th IEF-IGU MGF Organising Committee

Christof van Agt
Lina Murad

Aurangzeb Qureshi
Maher Abu Al-Khair

Luis Calvo
Dong-Hoon Kim

Matthew Doman
Håkon Olav Huglen

Rosman Hamzah
Nabilah Zulkefli

Putri Kassim
Sarah Musfirah

Nur Aqilah
Raymond Giso



SPECIAL
EDITION 7th IEF-IGU Ministerial Gas Forum

1
0

Open
Malaysian Gas Association |MGA Quarterly Update | 2020 Q4 – Special Edition |  www.malaysiangas.com

The Malaysian Coordination Committee

SponsorCoordinator Event 
Management

Host

Economic Planning Unit
Prime Minister’s Dept

Datuk Saiful Anuar Lebai Hussen, Chair of the Coordination 
Committee and Director General, EPU

From left: Azhar Noraini, Deputy Director General Sectoral) & Dr. 
Mohd Shaharin Umar, Director, Energy Div.

Dato’ Sri Mustapa Mohamed with Tengku Taufik, Hazli Sham, 
Datuk Saiful Anwar, Dr. Shaharin & Rosman

Izad Raya from Minister’s Office testing the speech prompter

Officers from EPU’s Energy Division. From right: Azhar 
Mohd Isa, Muhammad Fareez Jamali & Lam Soon Tak

Officers from EPU’s Energy Division
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Media Coverage

MGA organised participation of local media at
the opening session of the MGF on 3rd Dec
2020 & subsequent media conference, The
Forum garnered at least 30 media coverages
including Broadcast TV, print and online news
platforms.

On 4th Dec 2020, MGA distributed post-event media
release on MGF that was published in at least 5
online news platforms.

MGA prepared the 7th IEF-IGU Ministerial Gas Forum
FMGF) pre-event announcement that was
distributed on 2nd Dec 2020 and was published in at
least 8 pre-event media coverage including
Broadcast TV and online news platforms.

Pre-Event
Media Coverage8

30

5

Event
Media Coverage

Post-Event
Media Coverage

Virtual Media Conference

The Secretary Generals from both IEF & IGU joined Dato’ Sri Mustapa Mohamed and Hazli Sham, MGA
President, to respond to live questions from both local and international media at the virtual media conference .
The conference was moderated by Rosman Hamzah, Secretary General of MGA.
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Behind the Scenes
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The MGA Team behind the Event
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Trainee
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Trainee
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Finance
& Admin

NABILAH
Communications

& Events

PUTRI
Events

SARAH
Membership

& Committees

HAZLI
President

ROSMAN
Secretary
General
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