2019 Q1

MGA QUARTERLY
U P DAT E

Dear MGA Members,
Between representing Malaysia at a leading exhibition and conference in China,
championing gas market liberalisation on home turf and voicing out for the muchneeded Natural Gas Roadmap, the first quarter of 2019 has pretty much kept all of
us on our toes. Through all of this, one thing that has consistently been made clear is
that the future for natural gas is strong and bright, which means that the quarters
ahead will get increasingly hectic as demand for sustainable energy future garners
greater momentum worldwide.

FROM THE
PRESIDENT’S DESK

The future prospects of the natural gas industry was succinctly enunciated by our
Patron, Tan Sri Wan Zulkiflee Wan Ariffin, when he addressed the largest gathering
of LNG professionals at the 19th International Conference & Exhibition on Liquefied
Natural Gas (LNG2019). The event was jointly organised by the International Gas
Union (IGU), Gas Technology Institute (GTI) and the International Institute of
Hazli Sham Kassim
Refrigeration (IIR) in China, world’s fastest growing LNG market. As you are well
President of MGA
aware, MGA is both a charter member of IGU and a corporate member of IIR.
During LNG2019, which also saw over 15,000
“ MGA Patron, Tan Sri Wan Zulkiflee Wan Ariffin, underscored
industry players from over 80 countries
that LNG is well positioned as the most significant source of
participating in the five-day event, Tan Sri
clean energy as it is abundant, environmentally-friendly and
emphasised the pivotal role that natural gas
economically competitive, a fact that was echoed all through
can play in creating a low-carbon economy,
LNG2019 conference in Shanghai, China“
how it is the perfect partner for renewable
energy sources and how the future belongs to
natural gas.
Hazli Sham Kassim
of MGA
Tan Sri underscored that LNGPresident
is well positioned
as the most significant source of clean energy
as it is abundant, environmentally-friendly and
economically competitive, a fact that was
echoed all through LNG2019 by several
speakers representing leading multi-national
conglomerates.

With
tremendous
economic
and
environmental potential to look forward to,
the
Malaysian
government’s
market
liberalisation agenda to incrementally adjust
the price of natural gas to reach market
pricing, with an endgame to increase the …….
continues on page 3
“ MGA President urges all MGA members to
collaborate together with key stakeholders and
play an active role in lending their expertise to
ensure that the Natural Gas Roadmap is
comprehensively discussed, detailed and
developed in the immediate to near future. “
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EVENTS &
ACTIVITIES

ADVOCACY
WORKING COMMITTEES
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MGA’S MISSION
“ To promote the advancement of sustainable Malaysian
gas industry through advocacy, communication and
education on behalf of its members and the nation "

WORKING COMMITTEES IN ACTION
Regulatory & Government Affairs
Working Committee

Membership & Social
Working Committee
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EVENTS &
ACTIVITIES

ADVOCACY

President’s Message continued from page 1
…. competitiveness and sustainability of the gas market
as well as enhance energy supply security is indeed the
right strategic approach

As such, it was really a lesson in leadership when Prime
Minister, Y.A.B Tun Dr. Mahathir bin Mohamad stood
the ground and reiterated the government’s resolve to
stay on course on gas market liberalisation following
calls for reducing the price of natural gas to industries.
These recent developments have brought to light the
fact that artificial pricing distorts the market, escalating
regulatory and commercial risks to gas players,
discouraging further interest and investments in the
industry. This is something we can ill afford, as it is
unsustainable for the industry and for the energy
security of the nation. From our interactions with other
IGU members, we know for a fact that this is the

sentiment that is shared by various other member
countries as well.
All these point to the increasing need to formulate a
strategic Natural Gas Roadmap that will factor in
opportunities and challenges across the entire value
chain, clarify the Third Party Access System as well
as promote efficient allocation and utilisation of
resources to ensure Malaysia’s long-term energy
security.
I urge all MGA members to collaborate together
with key stakeholders and play an active role in
lending their expertise to ensure that the Natural
Gas Roadmap is comprehensively discussed, detailed
and developed in the immediate to near future.
The Roadmap will direct the future of the nation’s
natural gas industry - a future that is strong,
synergistic and sustainable.

ENGAGEMENT WITH MESTECC

#TeamEnergy
On 1st March 2019, two MGA working committees, namely Advocacy and Regulatory & Government Affairs
Working Committees, jointly met the Energy Sector of the Ministry of Energy, Science, Technology,
Environment & Climate Change (MESTECC) at Putrajaya where the latter, led by Noor Affifah Abd Razak,
Deputy Secretary General (Energy & Green Technology), briefed on its Strategic Initiatives as announced by
its Minister, YB Puan Yeo Bee Yin, on 28th January 2019. Access the full report HERE.
MGA was the first organisation to engage MESTECC to understand the latter’s Strategic Initiatives. With the
slogan ‘Own It. Do It. Ace It.’, MESTECC has committed to complete a total of 73 initiatives within 2019, 20 of
which are under the Energy Sector. Download MESTECC Initiatives HERE.
MGA delegation relayed the message that natural gas
can play several important roles in supporting
MESTECC to achieve its initiatives. For example, power
plants that utilise natural gas have the highest
efficiency and are more flexible in responding to
output variability caused by intermittency of
renewable energy, thus making this cleanest fossil fuel
as the perfect partner to support renewables in
achieving its 20% target by 2025. In a cogeneration
application, the efficiency of the plant increase even
further, thus playing a key role in saving energy and
achieving the energy efficiency target.
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EVENTS &
ACTIVITIES

COMMUNICATIONS
MGA IN THE NEWS
MGA CALLS FOR A NATURAL GAS ROADMAP

The Malaysian gas industry is facing multiple challenges in its pursuit towards a sustainable future. To ensure
that MGA realise its vision of a vibrant and sustainable Malaysian gas industry, it is important that the gas
industry stay on the right path and is able the weather all challenges and grab all opportunities. To ensure this,
the industry needs a roadmap. Read the full press release HERE

MGA REACTS TO CALLS TO REDUCE GAS TARIFF
Click here to read

In reaction to calls from the manufacturing
industry to reduce the domestic natural gas
tariff, MGA clarified on the two issues raised,
namely the current Asian spot LNG prices and
the need for Malaysia to remain on track with
regards to the natural gas market liberalisation.
For full press release, read HERE
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EVENTS &
ACTIVITIES

COMMUNICATIONS
LEARNING

INDUSTRY TALK- THE JOURNEY TOWARDS NATURAL GAS MARKET LIBERALISATION

MGA’s Vice President,
Seah Suying, welcoming
the audience

Panelists, from left, Rumaizi (ST), Azuhari (MEA),
Suying (MGA), Razak (PGB) and Renato (IDEAS)

Endry Lim
taking the audience
through the journey

On 29th March 2019, MGA’s Learning & Development Working Committee, in collaboration with Faculty
Economics and Administration (FEA), University of Malaya (UM), organized on industry talk on ‘The Journey
Towards a Liberalised Natural Gas Market’ held at the UM campus in Kuala Lumpur.
The theme of the talk was chosen to leverage on an academic paper published by UM in January 2019 and
written by Endry Lim Zhen Wen. Called “Natural Gas Industry Transformation in Peninsular Malaysia: The
Journey Towards a Liberalised Market”, the paper provides a comprehensive report on Malaysia’s gas market
liberalization and is believed to be the only document that comprehensively charts the journey, from the
rationale and drivers to liberalise the market, to execution of the plans and to the current status today.
The talk begun with the author, Endry Lim, setting context with the background, case for change and the
journey of the natural gas market liberalisation itself. His paper was then deliberated in a panel discussion
participated by renowned subject matter experts comprising Azuhari Che Mat, Principle Assistant Director of
Gas from Ministry of Economic Affairs (MEA), Rumaizi Abd Halim, Head of Third Party Access from Energy
Commission (ST), Abdul Razak Saim, Head of Business Development & Commercial from Petronas Gas Berhad
(PGB) and Dr. Renato Lima de Oliveira, Senior Fellows from Institute for Democracy and Economic Affairs
(IDEAS). The session was moderated by Seah Suying, MGA Vice President, who herself is a UM FEA alumnus.
Access the full report HERE

Closing remarks by Dr. Santha Chenayah,
Head Department of Economics, FEA, UM

Audience comprised policymakers,
industry players and academia
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EVENTS &
ACTIVITIES

LEARNING
TECHNICAL VISIT TO PENGERANG

From 12-14 February 2019, MGA’s Membership &
Social Working Committee organised an exclusive
technical visit for 30 members to the following oil &
gas facilities in Pengerang, Johor, Malaysia;
Pengerang Cogeneration plant (PCP), the largest
cogeneration complex in Southeast Asia
Regasification Terminal (RGT), capable of
regasifying 3.5 MTPA of Liquefied Natural Gas
(LNG).
Automated Storage and Retrieval System (ASRS),
capable of storing 21 days of inventory for
polymer products
Marine Operations Center (PMOSB); the center
controlling marine traffic for the port and shipping
lane passing through the area.
The delegation also visited the Johor Petroleum
Development Corporation (JPDC) where they were
briefed on the masterplan for the Pengerang
Integratred Petroleum Complex (PIPC).
Access the full report HERE

MGA delegation was led by its Council Member,
Datuk Zunaidah Idris (right)

DESIGN THINKING WORKSHOP
From 15-16 January 2019, MGA members involved in
IGU committees and MGA Secretariat convened for a 2day Design Thinking Workshop in Bangi to explore new
ideas and innovative solutions on alternative sources of
revenues for the International Gas Union (IGU).
As a member of IGU’s Transition Team responsible to
plan the establishment of a permanent headquarters
(HQ), MGA is tasked to submit proposals on financial
sustainability of the organization.
The permanent HQ is part of IGU long term vision to
ensure effectives of the organization as the global voice
for gas.
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EVENTS &
ACTIVITIES

AFFILIATIONS - INTERNATIONAL
I N T E R N AT I O N A L G A S U N I O N ( I G U )
MGA President Spoke at IndoGAS 2019
MGA President, Hazli Sham Kassim, in his role as IGU
Regional Coordinator for South & South East Asia, spoke
at the 9th International Indonesia Gas Conference and
Exhibition (IndoGAS 2019) in Jakarta on the topic
“Regional Collaboration to Ensure a Sustainable Gas
Future.”
The key takeaways from his presentation were:
The region’s robust economic and demographic growth
is pushing energy demand higher. However, at the
same time it faces challenges, particularly air pollution
and carbon emissions. Hence, there is a need for
collaboration to ensure sustainability.
There is a strong case to be made for gas as the fuel of
today as well as in the region’s sustainable low carbon
energy future. Consequently, there is potential to
unlock greater gas utilization.
Through collaboration, IGU members in South East Asia
region can support and supplement existing regional Gto-G collaboration on gas.

I G U

R e g i o n a l

C o o r d i n a t o r

m e e t i n g

m e m b e r s

MGA President, Hazli Sham Kassim, in his role as IGU Regional
Coordinator for South & South East Asia, took the opportunity
during LNG 2019 in Shanghai, China, to engage IGU members in
his region.
Hazli met IGU Charter members: Cambodia, Brunei, India,
Thailand and Premium Associate member: Pertamina.
He assured members that IGU has increasingly been placing
equal importance to gas advocacy for developing markets,
including addressing challenges in this region.

IGU members in South
& South East Asia Region

Hazli also urged members to be more active in IGU committees and activities, especially attending the upcoming
IGU Council meeting in October 2019 to be held in Indonesia.

Cambodia

Thailand

Pertamina

Brunei
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EVENTS &
ACTIVITIES

LEARNING
UPCOMING

REGISTER NOW!
Normal Fee RM850
Members & Government RM650
MyGAS is held
immediately
after
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EVENTS &
MyWiE
ACTIVITIES

MyWiE
MALAYSIA WOMEN IN ENERGY

MyWiE’s Interviews with Women Leaders on the Challenges
and the Support Required to Enhance Professional Ambitions
Work Stream 3 is currently focusing to enhance visibility of women leaders and creating a platform that
supports women leaders and others in the pipeline. They are currently conducting a series of survey/interview
involving top women leaders in the energy industry. The purpose of the interview is to identify women’s
ambitions in senior leadership positions, challenges faced by them, and the supports needed to allow them to
continue playing their role effectively while enhancing their professional ambitions. The outcome of the survey
will contribute towards best practice recommendation /policy proposal that Work Stream 3 intends to deliver
within this year. Read the full Report HERE

I n t e r v i e w

Dr Shahidah
Mohd Shariff
CEO, PETRONAS
Research

w i t h

Wo m e n

L e a d e r s

Hezlinn Fariss Idris
Head Strategy and
Risk, Downstream,
PETRONAS

i n

E n e r g y

Noor Afifah Abd Razak,
Deputy Secretary General
MESTECC

Rafidah Jumal Global
Finance Manager,
Marketing Operations
Sandra Yee General Manager,
Upstream NOV/JV
Rodziah Zainudin Head of Legal

With Leaders
of Shell

Zharin Zhafrael, National Sales Manager

MyWie recommendations on
‘Strategies & Best Practices
for Attracting, Developing & Retaining Women
in STEM & Energy Sectors in Malaysia’

SUMMARRY

FULL REPORT

DOWNLOAD NOW !

MGA is the Secretariat for MyWiE. Kindly contact Secretariat@MalaysianGas.com for more information.
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SSEECCRREETA
TARRIIAT
AT

UPDATES
New Additions to the Team

aqma

amsyar

fasha

Graduated from
UUM with
Bachelor of
Communication
(Hons)

Graduated from
UNIMAS
With Master of
Science in
Biochemistry

Aqma is grateful to
have this opportunity
to practice
communications. She
dreams of experiencing
Korea.

Fasha is a former
competitive athlete who
still plays indoor sports.
She loves to learn diverse
languages and cultures.

s e c o n d e d

f r o m

Studying Bachelor of
Business Administration
(Hons) International
Business at UniKL
Business School
Amsyar composes songs,
plays several musical
instruments and sings. He’s
also a gadget geek and mad
about technology.

i n t e r n s h i p

E K U I N A S

Behind the Scene

MGA Secretariat on learning mission at the
the ASEAN 8 exhibition that took place at
MITEC, KL. Full report HERE

MGA Secretariat being trained to run
the website independently

MGA Secretariat in action at the
Q1 Industry Talk

The Team
ROSLI
Technical

AMSYAR
The Intern

AFIRA
Membership
& Comms

TAM
Finance

MURNI
Corporate
Services

FASHA
Iltizam
Trainee
(Analyst)

AQMA
Iltizam Trainee
(Communications)

PUTRI
Event
Management

ROSMAN
Sec Gen

 Secretariat@MalaysianGas.com 

SARAH
Working
Committees

